A PLAN FOR SUCCESS 2016-17


Course: Beginning Dance 1


Teacher: Susan Griffin


Period: 4th hour



Email: sgriffin@phoenixunion.org 
        Grade level(s): 9, 10, 11, 12
Office phone: 602-764-5191

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course, designed for the beginning level dancer, introduces basic technique in ballet, modern, and jazz, as well as improvisation, choreography, and concert production.  This is a fun, challenging, active course emphasizing all aspects of the art of dance. Class activities will include performances and written assignments.

MATERIALS REQUIRED:
Dance students are expected to dress out for dance class every day.  Acceptable dance clothes include:

· Black dance pants (ankle or capri length) or tights 
· Black fitted tank top, tee shirt or leotard (no spaghetti straps).  
· Hair must be tied back.  
· All large jewelry and socks must be removed.
***All students must have required dance clothes by September 6th ***

Each student will be assigned a locker and issued a lock, which will be the student’s responsibility during the year. Students must not share lockers or locker combinations (unless they are assigned a shared locker).  Students must secure all personal items in their lockers. The dance department is not responsible for lost or stolen items!
Each student will be issued a two-pocket, three-prong folder for use in class.  All handouts received from the teacher and work done for dance class should be kept in this folder. 

GRADING:

Parents and students are encouraged to track progress through ParentVue/StudentVue: https://parentvue.phoenixunion.org/
· In order to succeed, students must attend class daily and participate in all class activities. Participation in class performances is required, along with several rehearsals outside of the school day; a complete rehearsal schedule will be provided in advance. 

· This class uses a co-curricular model for grading, in that students will be assessed based on work completed both during class time and activities outside the regular school day.  

· Students with an approved IEP or 504 plan will be accommodated in accordance with the plan specifications 
· Missing/late work will be accepted for credit. It is the student’s responsibility to check “StudentVue” for missing work and ask the teacher for clarification outside of class time.

Semester grades will be determined as follows:

GRADING SYSTEM:
Term 1:  
45%





90-100% = A
60-69%   = D
Term 2: 
45%





80-89%   = B
50-59%   = F
Final exam:
10%





70-79%   = C

Students will be evaluated on the following:
Rehearsal Process/Skill Development/Participation:  30%
Movement assessments/Performance Assessment:  30%

Written assessments:  20%

Assignments:  20%

TITLE 1 PROGRAM
Academic tutoring and test preparation is available to all students. Additional support for passing classes and graduating on time is the intent of these services.  Support through Title 1 funding is available in the areas of: math, reading, and English.  If interested, please contact the Principal, Mr. Guliford, or Assistant Principal for Instruction, Mr. Lersch for additional information.

MAKE-UP WORK POLICY  

· This class has daily activities and learning opportunities and therefor attendance is extremely important on a daily basis. There are year-long opportunities for credit during these daily activities that will help the student be successful in their studies. 

· For excused absences, movement material that was missed may be made up before or after school by appointment or during advisory (KKIS). 

· Make-up work for missed performances is at the teacher’s discretion, and only given if extreme circumstances arise. 

· When students are absent they should check with a partner first to see what they missed and arrange a time to make up the missing assignment/performance. 

ATTENDANCE 
It is in the student’s best interest not to be tardy or to miss classes for any reason.  Students are expected to be in the locker room BEFORE the tardy bell rings, and are allowed 5 minutes to change at the beginning and end of dance class.  Any late student must have a pass either from the front office or another teacher if it is to be excused.

“Absent” is defined as a nonattendance in an assigned class or activity for more than one-half of the period. (PUHSD Governing Board Policy J-1561 JHR)
“Tardy” is defined as not being in the assigned class or activity when the tardy bell has finished ringing. (PUHSD Governing Board Policy J-1561 JHR)

CLASSROOM RULES
In this class there will be a zero-tolerance policy for cell phone usage, gum chewing, electronic music players or gaming devices, food or drink in the building, and beauty maintenance during instructional time.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION
The teacher may at times contact students and/or parents via email, text messaging, through Facebook Groups and Events, Twitter account, Remind, or other forms of digital communication.  This will only be done through the teacher’s official PUHSD email account or from the teacher’s cell phone.  Students and parents/guardians should feel free to use these any of these means of communication to get ahold of the teacher. 

CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT:

The curriculum for this class addresses the state adopted standards for dance.  All assessments are designed to measure the goals listed in the state standards:
ARIZONA ARTS STANDARDS- DANCE (Newly adopted 2015)

Creating - Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work. 

Anchor Standard #1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.

Anchor Standard #2. Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.

Anchor Standard #3. Refine and complete artistic work.

Performing - Realizing artistic ideas and work through interpretation and presentation 


Anchor Standard #4. Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for presentation.

Anchor Standard #5. Develop and refine artistic work for presentation.

Anchor Standard #6. Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.

Responding - Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning 


Anchor Standard #7. Perceive and analyze artistic work.


Anchor Standard #8. Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.


Anchor Standard #9. Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.

Connecting - Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and external context.


Anchor Standard #10. Synthesize/relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.


Anchor Standard #11. Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical 

context to deepen understanding.
PERFORMING includes informal and formal performances, which take place outside of the regular class time.  Participation is mandatory for all performance productions.  Students are required to attend ALL after school rehearsals and performances.  Missing a technical or dress rehearsal will result in removal from the dance and/or performance.  Missing a performance will result in a failing grade for the concert, and potentially failing the quarter and/or semester.  Students will be issued a detailed schedule with all concert dates and will be reminded as each production nears. They are also listed below.

Required rehearsals/performances will include:

Technical Rehearsal

Thursday April 6th and Friday April 7th 4:00-7:00PM
Dress Rehearsal

Monday April 10th and Wednesday April 12th 4:00pm-8:00PM
Spring Concert

Tuesday, April 11th at 7:00 PM/Thursday, April 13th at 7:00 PM
PLEASE NOTE: As we strive to provide a professional experience, we hold our students to a high level of professionalism. This includes maintaining a desired appearance for our concerts. Students are not to drastically alter their appearance before a concert, including dyeing their hair bright, unnatural colors, getting acrylic nails/manicures/pedicures, visible tattoos, or facial piercings. This is a safety issue as well as professional conduct.
Students are required to attend dance department performances at South Mountain High School.  This includes the Fall Dance Concert November 16th/17th and the Magnet Showcase on Thursday, December 1st.  Extra credit is available for attendance at any SMHS drama or music concert, or for technical or backstage help at dance department performances.  A calendar will be been given to the students.  We also encourage parents, family and friends to come see the shows; family support is very important to the students, the Dance Department, and the arts.
After you have read the plan for success please fill out the following information: 
Student Name ________________________________ ID # _____________________

Student’s email address ____________________________________________________

Student cell phone:  ___________________________________________________
PRIMARY LEGAL GUARDIAN – 

Name: ____________________________ Relationship to student: __________________

Daytime Phone _____________________ Evening Phone _________________________

Cell Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________

I have read and understand the plan for success for Beginning Dance.
Student Signature ___________________________________        date ___________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________        date ____________________

IF THERE ARE ANY HEALTH ISSUES THAT I SHOULD BE AWARE OF THAT MIGHT IMPACT YOUR STUDENTS PARTICIPATION IN DANCE CLASS PLEASE LIST AND EXPLAIN BELOW.
